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Office Location: 
16111 Morrow Road, 

Poolesville, MD 20837 
 

Office Hours: 
Mon-Fri 8:00 - 4:00 

Closed Sat-Sun 
 

Contact Us: 
301-330-4949 (office) 

301-977-4949 (fax) 
 

Visit our website: 
Hugheslandscaping.com 

 

 

Be sure to check out 
our Facebook for 

updates and specials! 

 

 

  

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Our focus in the early part of August will be to get at the weeds in beds before they go 
to seed. Then, starting in September and up through October, we will renovate lawns by 
core aerating and over seeding with premium, endophyte-enhanced grass seed. Late 
summer is the perfect time to refurbish your lawn. In mid-September your existing turf 
will tiller. Tillering is the natural dividing and spreading process that grass goes through 
twice each year when the daytime and nighttime hours are about the same. Core 
aerating the soil will enhance this natural process by loosening the soil in the root zone 
so that the new grass can spread and survive more easily. If your lawn requires a more 
extensive rejuvenation, we can also top-dress your yard with a fresh layer of topsoil or 
LeafGro ®. If you would like to add this service, give us a call and we will schedule it at 
the same time as the core aeration. 
 

In late August and September we will core 
aerate and over seed lawns. Core aeration is 
the best thing you can do to encourage a 
healthy, drought resistant lawn. Soil in our 
area is typically so high in clay content that 
during the normal cycle of getting wet and 
drying out it becomes compacted enough 
to prevent healthy root development for 
turf grasses. Core aerators pull plugs from 
your turf about the size of your index finger. 
The holes open up the root system to air 
and nutrients, new grass seed, and starter 
fertilizer. Aeration, even without over 
seeding, will enable your stand of existing 
turf grass to improve. Over seeding with 
high quality, endophyte-enhanced grass 
seed will help you develop a turf that is 
resistant to many diseases, some insects, 
and the vagaries of Washington  

weather. If done annually, weeds in your lawn will become the exception, healthy turf the 
rule. Whether or not we aerate, please make sure your lawn gets ample water to support 
the new growth that results from tillering. With our usual cool nights and warm days, turf 
grass should prosper through the fall months before going dormant in the winter. It is 
important during this time when grass is storing reserve sugar in the root system for the 
winter dormant season that it receives adequate water. An inch of water per week 
(whether from rain or from your watering) is ideal for turf. Morning watering is better 
than evening.   
 

Core Aeration and Over Seed  

 

 

Seed Price 
Increase Notice 

There is a seed 
shortage this year, 
but don’t panic yet! 
Hughes Landscape 
has a full stock of 

seed ready to apply 
on your lawns. Due to 

the seed shortage, 
there has been a 30% 

increase in seed 
pricing just this year.  

(Continued on next 
page) 
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Noticing brown spots on your lawn? There are a few different reasons your lawn may 
be turning brown during this time of year. The most common reasons are due to 
drought stress, too-wet soil, or fungus. Rhizoctonia Fungus, also known as brown 
patch, is a foliar disease. This means the fungus harms the blades of grass but not the 
crown of the plant or the root system. Rhizoctonia is most likely to cause brown 
patches during the periods of high temperature and high humidity in mid- to late-
summer when night-time temperatures remain above 68 F and daytime temperatures 
are routinely in the 80s or above. Periods of rainy weather when the air is saturated 
with moisture also promote the appearance of the disease. In addition to heat and 
humidity, the main factors inviting brown patch are excessive nitrogen and irrigation, 
which means that very lush and green lawns can be susceptible to brown patch. 
Other causal factors include lack of air movement, poor soil drainage thatch, and 
compacted soils, which means that poorly maintained lawns can also be prone to 
brown patch disease. Grass plants affected by brown patch may recover on their own, 
without chemical intervention. There are fungicides that can be applied to treat this 
disease. While best applied preventatively, they can be applied to cease disease 
progression. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
August and September are dangerous months for big trees. A too-dense canopy can 
act like a sail to catch the wind in a summer thunderstorm. Major branches can be  
ripped off or, if the ground is soaked, the tree can blow over completely. The trees in 
the public strips between the sidewalk and the street are particularly vulnerable to 
being blown over because the curb and the sidewalk restrict the root spread.  
Hedging trees such as Leyland cypresses should be cut back every other year to 
prevent them from growing so tall that they outstrip the spread of their roots and 
provide an inviting target for a storm. Give our office a call and speak to our certified 
arborist, Jimmy Hopkins, to set up a tree assessment consult.  
 

Why do I have Brown Spots on my lawn?  

 

End of summer storms and what that means for your trees 

 

Seed Price 
Increase Notice 

(Continued)  

What does this mean 
for Hughes? We will 

now be adding a 
10% price increase 

to all approved core 
aeration services to 

keep up with the 
rising costs. In past 
years, Hughes has 

performed re-
seedings free of 
charge, but this 
season any re-

seedings requested 
will be performed 
for an additional 

charge. If you would 
no longer like these 

services to take 
place, please call in 

to cancel. Hughes will 
continue to try to do 
our best to provide 
quality service even 

in these trying times. 
 

Best Wishes,  

 

John Hughes  


